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was read:
"I swear to serve my Polish Fatherland, to preserve
brotherhood in arms with the German and Austro-Hungarian
armies, to obey the Emperor of Germany as the Commander-
in-chief in the present war, and the Emperor of Austria and
King of Hungary, as likewise all other military superiors."
"You have heard/7 said the senior battalion com-
mander. "Who wants to take the oath, let him step
forward."
]STo one moved. The ominous stillness was broken by a
murmur that grew to a cry, "We will not! We will not I"
"Who does not wish to take this oath, let him take
fifteen steps backward."
As if these words were a command at a review? all the
officers and all the men took the fifteen steps. In utter
silence the officers threw their swords at the feet of the
two from Warsaw. The soldiers looked on, their eyes
burning.
Only one brigade of the Legions took the oath. Given
a new name, which meant the Polish Auxiliary Corps,
they were sent to the Austrian east front. Of the thou-
sands who refused, those who were Eussian subjects were
sent to internment camps; those who were Austrian sub-
jects went to the Italian front. The Legions were dis-
banded. In their last act they fulfilled the role PilsudsM
assigned them as much as in their deeds on the battle-
field.
They found life difficult in the internment camps. But
they trusted the Commander's political strategy just as
they trusted his military strategy. They consoled them-
selves by saying, "He knows what he wants."
Pilsudski heard the story of the disarming of Ms
Legions. He realized that such a demonstration would
intensify the Germans* feeling against Tinn. His friends
suggested his going to Russia and began making plans

